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sight of the Royal brother and sister that lie quietly wept.
The children wore not to attend the grand luncheon. A
plain meal was ready for them in a private room, guarded
by two policemen. Vicky took Bertie's hand and they were
led away from their father, both with scared faces.

At the end of the grand dfjc.nner the children appeared in
the hall, amid a great salvo of clapping and stamping feet.
Once again the Committoemau had to brush his cheeks.
It was a stern ordeul for both children. Vicky took the
initiative and brought Bertie to her father. Taking his
children's hands, Prince Albert led them forward to the
middle of the hall. Vicky curtsied again and again ; Bertie
forgot to bow.

By three o'clock it was over. As they passed out, Prince
Albert was heard to say rather sternly to his children:
" Remember, you have to thank the Lord Mayor for one of
the Happiest Days of your Lives." To this Vicky agreed,
but Bertie seemed bewildered.

Apparently, the behaviour of Vicky must have been very
wayward during 1848 for in this year 1849 Lady Lyttleton
suddenly became most enthusiastic about her. She went
about telling her friends of' the. blessed improvement in the
Princess Royal. She may turn out a most distinguished
character/

That summer Laddie noted down that' the Princess Royal
was standing by me, to-day, as I was trying a few chords on
the pianoforte. She was pleased and pensive like her old
self. " I like chords, one can read them/' she exclaimed.
" They make one sometimes gay, sometimes sad. It used
to be too much for me to like formerly/' *

Prince Albert, that wisest of men in most spheres of
activity, was undoubtedly encouraging Vicky to express
Herself at this time, to a degree that was hardly well judged.
The fruits of this histrionic tuition were to achieve a triumph
in 1851, A young man of twenty was to fall in love with this
undoubtedly fascinating little girl of ten.

That was Exhibition Year.   When a London errand-boy
saw two foreigners in frenzied argument in the street, he